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12th Annual
Youth Public Safety Academy
The 2011 Youth Academy began in June and will run
until the last week of August. This year more than
1,600 kids will participate in the program where
they’ll meet the role models of public safety!

th

Clockwise from right: Sheriff Koutoujian reviews a
cadet’s notes from a mock crime scene; cadets learn
how to safely escape a smoke-filled room in the mobile smokehouse; Sheriff Koutoujian addresses the
cadets from Billerica and Burlington during the
Week 1 graduation in June.

Sheriff Koutoujian and an Ashland Police Officer look on as a Youth Academy Cadet tries the speed gun. For more see p. 2

Koutoujian’s
Corner
			
Welcome to the inaugural edition of
		
Off The Cuff, the official Middlesex Sheriff ’s
Office newsletter! When I became Sheriff on January
21, I made it my priority to shine a light on this department’s
strengths and innovative ideas. With this newsletter, it is my
hope that we can share the great people, projects and programs
at the Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office with each other and with the
citizens of Middlesex County.
For example, in the Spring we celebrated 14 Officers as they
took on a leadership role as newly appointed sergeants. Since
I became Sheriff, I have seen two groups of inmates take a major step toward reentry by graduating from the Culinary Arts
Program. The Community Work Program helped save countless public buildings and hundreds of thousands of dollars in
(continued on page 2)
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damage by shoveling roofs in the winter and performing spring cleanups. The new Xerox program and the 2011
Youth Public Safety Academy are in full swing. These are just some of the outstanding services and accomplishments by the MSO in the past few months. We welcomed some new faces, in particular Carol Higgins-O’Brien
as the Assistant Superintendent for Program Services, Auditor Scott Lennon and LaDonna Hatton, Chief Legal
Counsel. We also said goodbye to John Granara, who retired after more than 30 years of public service, including
time in the State Legislature, the Department of Child Services and as Chief Legal Counsel, Special Sheriff and
interim Sheriff here at the Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office. I can’t thank John enough for his guidance and I know I
speak for us all when I say, we’ll miss you John G!
I am proud of everything our workforce has done and will do for the citizens of Middlesex County. Every quarter
we will send out to you the latest edition of Off The Cuff via e-mail and also make print editions available at all
of our facilities. Inside you’ll find news on upcoming events, staff accomplishments and happenings around the
County. I encourage you to get involved and submit your stories, photos, professional or personal news. Just send
an E-mail to: mso_newsletter@sdm.state.ma.us.
Together we will write the next chapter in the Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office’s long and proud tradition.
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News & Notes

~ Sheriff Koutoujian is proud to announce the appointment of Patrick Murphy to Special Sheriff
and Sean McAdam to Superintendent of the House
of Correction in Billerica.
~ The first inmate class of the Xerox Corrections to
Career Program will begin on September 6, 2011.
The 90-day program will have 10 inmates.
The MSO Softball Team played in a charity softball
tournament benefitting Autism Speaks and won the
championship! Thanks to Keith Sullivan for the story
idea and photo. Photo (L to R): Ryan Harvey, Jay DeFrancisco, Mike Hudd, Eric Costello, Angel Rosado, Jason Lavita, Lyle Rucker, Fred Smith, Greg Gillis, Jimmy
Rabideau, and Paul Saunders

~ The Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office is proud to announce the new Employee of the Month Program.
If you know someone that deserves recognition,
go to our website to download a nomination form
today!
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Memorial
Stone Dedication

page 4													 Summer 2011

Sheriff Releases
100 Day Report

mso

On Wednesday June 15, Sheriff Koutoujian released
a report detailing his first 100 days in office during a
press conference at the House of Correction.

Employee Recognition
Ceremony - May 3

mso

Congratulations to all award recipients from the
Employee Recognition Ceremony. Your years of
service and dedication are deserving of this honor!

The document cites the changes Sheriff Koutoujian
has made and plans to make at the Middlesex Sheriff ’s
Office, since taking office on January 21, 2011.
Sheriff Koutoujian has instituted several new policies
to bring about cost savings, restore public confidence
and employee changes that focuses on the importance
of Correctional Officers. Examples include promoting
new Sergeants, renovating the old employee gym and
locker room, creating the Memorial Stone in Billerica
and creating an Employee of the Month Program.

Cambridge Officer of the Year Lt. James Minnelli

The report also details Sheriff Koutoujian’s work to
expand inmate program services, including a new
custodial certification program for inmates and a
partnership with the Xerox Corporation to educate
inmates in digital design and printing.
Billerica Police Chief Daniel Rosa attended the event.

On May 4, Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian unveiled the Middlesex
Sheriff ’s Office Memorial Stone, located on the grounds of the
House of Correction in Billerica. On June 28, the stone was
dedicated in a remembrance ceremony attended by employees,
retirees and family members of those men and women who are
memorialized on the new monument.

This is your newsletter and we want
to hear from YOU! Send your news,
notes, story ideas and writing
submissions to:
mso_newsletter@sdm.state.ma.us

“The accomplishments of this administration in its
first one hundred days has far exceeded my hopes
and expectations,” Chief Rosa said. “As a police chief,
I am encouraged by the Sheriff ’s open-mindedness
and welcoming to local law enforcement. I look forward to continuing our important partnership long
into the future.”

Billerica Officer of the Year Sgt. David Robertson

The report can be found on our website.

In Memoriam
msoJames
Callahan

At the dedication ceremony Sheriff Koutoujian spoke of
celebrating the contributions made by all of the men and women
of the Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office and how we must all carry on the
torch of those who came before us. Officer Mike Kelley (bottom
left) read off the names on the stone. Alex Leone, Vice President
of the MSSOA and Keith Sullivan, President of NEPBA spoke of
honoring our fallen law enforcement brothers and sisters.

The Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office remembers Captain James Callahan
who passed away in June. Captain
Callahan was a kind and dedicated
officer and he will be greatly missed
by the entire Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office family. We extend our heartfelt
condolences to his loved ones and
will keep them all in our thoughts
as we honor Captain Callahan’s 27
years of service.

Retired Deputy Mike Hayden was present to discuss the creation
of the Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office Retirees Association.
www.middlesexsheriff.com

Cambridge Superior Officer of the Year Dep. Supt. Robert Fitzmaurice

Billerica Superior Officer of the Year Deputy Robert O’Connor
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